Newsletter – TERM 3 2021-2022
Welcome to the third Newsletter of this academic year. Here we aim to share with you the
achievements of this term and take some time to promote activities that you and your children
might enjoy outside of school hours.

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
I cannot believe we are at the end of another term!
This term I have completed learning walks, looked at books and enjoyed talking to the
children about their learning. I have been amazed by Year 5 and 6 with their writing, the
use of vocabulary is fantastic. Year 4 have been working incredibly hard on their times
tables with lots of battles taking place. Year 3 have had some great discussion in RE this
term. I also had the pleasure of teaching Year 3 and was incredibly proud of their
resilience. Year 2 have been working on co-operative learning and I’ve seen how well
they have worked together, especially in Forest School. Finally, I have enjoyed reading
with Year 1 and seeing their emotion dancing in PE. Finally, I had to check that
Rainbow were ok after an alien landing. I discovered they were learning about Stu from
Lifted.
I’ve even managed to sneak in some Zumba with Years 2, 3 and 6!
All the children and staff have worked incredibly hard this term and have been
inspirational.
I hope you have a wonderful half term and look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday
22nd February.
Mrs McCluskey

TEACHING AND LEARNING SHOWCASE
Year R

We have had a fabulous term learning about
Winter, night and day and Space through our
Winter Wonderland and Starry Night topics. We
have learnt about the seasons why we have
night and day and discussed our own bedtime
routines. We loved learning about the Arctic

and how we can protect its animals from global warming.
In English we wrote story mountains, speech bubbles, facts, labels
and even began to write some adjectives. We have used fiction
and non-fiction books and short films to teach us about Winter and
Space. We even had an alien crash land in our outside area!
We have explored different
materials, forms and textures
and created some wonderful
winter pictures, space
pictures, rockets and even
control panels. We have
enjoyed our Frozen castle and
space station role play areas
and small world spaceships
and arctic snowy scenes.
But our favourite day of term 3 was when we all made our own
snuggle pets!

Year 1

We began our ’Childhood’
topic with a special trip to the ’museum’! This was really the school
hall, where we looked and learnt about lots of old toys, clothes and
artifacts from childhood in the past. The nice lady from the
museum (Mrs Miller) gave us lots of information!

Class 1 learnt how to read a story map and use it to re-tell a familiar
story. We learnt Peace at Last by Jill Murphy. Knowing this story
really well helped us to make changes and write our own versions!

We had a lot of fun learning about the magic of colour mixing! We
found out about primary and secondary colours and how applying
different quantities of each can affect the outcome.
Next term Mrs Miller will be undertaking a placement at another
school as part of her teacher training. We wish you lots of luck Mrs
Miller, and we can wait to see you again in Term 5!

Year 2

We have really enjoyed their ‘Movers and Shakers’ project this term!
In English, we created a fact file about a local significant person
(William Harvey), created our own booklets all about Christopher
Columbus, created some fantastic persuasive posters AND written
our own newspaper articles all about Neil Armstrong!

In History, we have explored the lives of lots of famous significant
individuals across the world.

In D.T, we have designed and created our own memorials for
different significant individuals. Below are some pictures of a Neil

Armstrong plaque and stamp:

We also
enjoyed learning all about internet safety during 'Internet Safety
Week'. We discussed who we should talk to when playing games
online, learnt about what information we can and can't share
online, personal relationships and explored and discussed different
online safety scenarios.

Year 3

Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed their ‘Predator!’ topic this term- So
much so that we have decided to continue it into Term 5. There is a
whole lot more exciting learning planned!

We have explored the features and the diet of animals and
discovered what defines them as ‘predator’ or ‘prey’, and also
where they may be in a food chain or flow diagram. Class 3 loved
using padlet to create some of their own food chains after
exploring some examples:

We have learnt about prehistoric predators, sketched detailed
diagrams and made our own replica fossils using the mould and
cast method:

Our learning continued onto exploring carnivorous plants- creating
some detailed scientific diagrams of the plants’ features and
writing detailed explanations, as well as researching ferocious
insect predators-creating some fantastic ‘wanted’ posters:

Class 3 thoroughly enjoyed the debate: Who was the most
dangerous predator- A crocodile? Or an alligator? Make sure to
ask your child what we found out!
In English, we have been working so hard exploring predatory
animals, researching them and then presenting this information in
their amazing leaflets- These are absolutely fantastic and ready to
be shared with those who want to learn more about these
predators.

Year 4

Year 4 have been learning about mountains and rivers this term.
They have used grid references to locate UK rivers and mountains,
such as Scafell Pike in the Lake District and the source of the River
Thames.
We also learned about the water cycle! Year 4 have written a tour
in their English lessons, as if they were talking to a water droplet and
showing it around the different areas of the water cycle. They

learned about evaporation, condensation, collection and
precipitation in Science lessons.
Here is the experiment year 4 carried out to demonstrate the
different processes of the water cycle - a ‘water cycle in a bowl’!

Lauren from Our Stour visited year 4 at the end of the term to talk
about the local river, the River Stour, and discuss the animals that
live in it. We also discussed how to look after our local river
environment by being careful with our kitchen and bathroom
waste.

Year 5

Year 5 have been investigating life during the reign of Henry VIII,
and the events that led to the execution of Anne Boleyn.
In art, we studied Tudor portraits before painting our own miniature
portraits and designing our own Tudor costumes.

We investigated the crimes that Anne was accused of, and
created ‘evidence’ to be used in our own trial. We presented this

evidence at the trial, before the jury convened to decide upon the
verdict. The jury decided that Anne was not guilty, with a vote of
16:12.

In our English lessons, we wrote scripts for TV news reports of Anne’s
trial, before writing a newspaper report of the event.
We have loved our PE sessions with Charlton Football club. We
have not only been taught new skills, but we have also learned the
importance of healthy lifestyles.

Year 6

This term, Year 6 have been learning about the polar regions of the
Arctic and Antarctic within their Frozen Kingdoms unit, learning
about geographical features and the animals and plants which
inhabit these regions as well as the human impact due to climate
change.
They have produced some fantastic writing including nonchorological reports about animals from the Antarctic, descriptive
writing about an imaginary storm which contained amazing
figurative language and finally a newspaper report about The
Titanic.
Studying The Inuit, an Arctic indigenous tribe, and the work of
Kenojuak Ashevak has inspired their artwork and this term the
children have produced their own drawings, paintings and soap
carvings!

Year 6 have also thoroughly enjoyed their PE sessions with Charlton
Football Club, taking part in a range of activities to develop

accuracy and agility as well as discussing the benefits of sport and
how to lead a healthy lifestyle.

P R I D E VALUES AND REWARDS
This term we have focused on the I – Inspiration, school value. The most
popular way to be rewarded was to inspire others to share ideas and show what
they can achieve. In total 263 certificates were awarded across the school.
Next term the school will be focusing on the D – Determination and courage,
school value.

HOUSE POINTS FOR TERM 1
The house with the most House Points this term is

Storey and Steadman
Well done to all the members both houses. You will be enjoying a Non-Uniform day on
Thursday 24th February 2022 for this achievement.

Kent Teacher of the Year Awards 2022 – let’s recognise the people who
make your school great!
Nominations are welcome for all members of your school community - senior leaders,
teaching staff, support staff and volunteers. The deadline for Kent Teacher of the Year
2022 nominations will be mid-day on 28th February 2022, and the nomination form can
be found here: https://www.kmcharityteam.co.uk/schools/ktoty/

